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and universal religion. This paper provides direction for standards 
and methodology in an introductory class on Judaisa/Judaica. The 
paper discusses: (1) general objectives in a regular course offering 
in the Jewish religious heritage; (2) lectures, assignments, a 133 
item bibliography on American Jewry, and possible outside reading for 
a thematic class entitled The Jew in Americas (3) possible written 
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Alternative Teaching “ethod:s in Teaching Introduction to Judaism, 


Zev Garter 
los Angeles Valley Colle;r 

Tt appears that no cue except the author has seriously uddressed himself 
bo the needs of an introductory clase in Judaica offered at the level of a 
commund 43 et te There ace a number of problems at this level which are 
Tess; likely fcund in more advwenced institutions. First; a large percentage 
of stucents will take only one course in Judaica in their umiergraduate 
carcers. Secondly, the academio preference among "Introduction" students is 
very liversified. Thirdly, the reason for taking the class aiffers from 
student to utudent. Fourthly, the public community college, which in the 
Stute of California educates over 85 percent of all Califomians starting 
their colleciate careers, is a two-year educational program with an open 
door policys It is the only segment of higher education which consistently 
places an emphasis on effective teaching skills rather than research abil.tye 
Kifthly, there is not much ivy at the commnity college level. The prefessur 
mnt be « student-eriented teacher who adopts himself and his teachin + ays 
to the prassroots life of the people which often rustles and refuses to stand 
stills Sivon this heterogenous complexity it is wreng for a professor as in 
the case .f 2 university emvironment to design a class which is strictly 
acaderiic in form and soopee In addition te the lecture method, the teacher 
should employ a variety of teaching styles and techniques, which may arouse 
the interest, curiosity, and participation of the students, a percentage of 
whom are enrolled in occupational (termina) programsy in the subject mattor 
of the courses Tse introductory class in the Jewish civilisation could be 
either a pleasant jourmmey into the origins, growth, and development of the 
Jewish religious heritage in ite various aspects, or it could be a thematic 
class designed to explore a manageable epoch in Jewish life and/or religious 
thought, eege, the Jew in Americas The precedure would require the assignment 
of materials which live up to college standards relevant to lower division 
university work and at the same time touch upon ceremonial art, reli gious 
musio, folklore, felkweys, norms, literature, theological options, and other 
particularistic issues, whenever possible, relevant, and awailable. The goal 
is to turn the student on in a challenging waye Guest leotures, library, theatre, 
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Mupeur irips, foo. experiences, slides, video tapes, and other audio-visual 


materials 


are indispensable, and rethovologically provide a prinless, sensuous 


expertonee@ irto tie eit lisation of the Jewish people. Tt is understood that 


the tencher will atopt techniques to At his ow style and Lis own class 


eituatic re 


It is the purpose of thir paper to provide some @irection for possible 


standards and methcedology in an introductory, lower division clasn offering 


in Judes ca/Judaism, emphasizing different teaching tackmiques and approaches. 
The raver will discuss: 


le 


he 
5e 


a 


General objectives in a regular course offering in the Jewish Religtous 
Heritage. 

Class lectures, course content, class assignments, bibliography, 

and outside readings in a thematic class entitled The Jew in America. 
The written acscignment, an alternative to formal examinations in 

tue evaluation of a student's performance. 

Role playing, problem solving, and ganes. 

Multi- media resources for the teaohing of Jewish ideas, past and 
procent, which can crente a three dimensional appreciation of the 
subject under studye 

“he photographic essay, a creative innovation to enhance classirron 
instruction. Ideal for units on Kabbalah,Hasidism, and Jewish martyrdom. 
Some concluding remarks. 


Some Objectives in Teaching the Jewish Religious Heritage 


The aim of a Jewish Religious Heritage class in a public commnity 
collece should be an introduction to the understanding of the Jewish religious 


civilization as one of Western man's primary responses to the needs of the 
human predicamente The student in such a class should be exposed to a brief 
historical background dealing with the development of Judaism as it is related 
to an exposition of its central affirmations. The goal is to familiarise the 
student with whet the Jewish religious tradition regards to be its central 


and escential genius and also to provide an opportunity for an appreciaticn 
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of the simili.citiss and differences between Judaism and the other major religious 
groups of American culture. Among the class topics that can benefit a lower 

division student are the following: (A) The shape of faiths God, man, rites 

of pussnge, Jowish festivals, community; (3) The dynamics of faith: religious 
commitment and social problems, contemporary values, und the present state . 
of Jewish belief. 

A recuired research project provides an opnortunity for the student to 
examine in some depth one cf the doctrines, practicer, life styles, or 
institutions of contemporiry Judaicr which is of particular interest to him. 

Or he may write on one of the topics developed during the class hour, eejtes 
the influence of a Jewisn religious ethic on Man's life. tne nature of revelation, 
the other Jew (the Jewinh poor, gay Jew, Jewish feminist, mtoe)y Cod in the poste 


Auschwitz auc, Jews as survivors, etcee The student examin: the topic in 
whatevor monner he doems most productive (historically, theologically, philosophically, 
socially, Scripturally, rabbinically, direct interview, or any combination 
of several of these), evaluates the vital issues, points out the contradictionsy 
wealmesces, tensions, ctce, and makes constructive comments upon theme 
Tf the topic ar’ represented is too broad, the rtudent may refine it but orly 
on the basis of a clear statement of what his proposed delimitation is at 
the beginning of the .aper, and only if it represents a valid context for 
inmvesticvation within the Jewish religious heritage. 

The ctrmucture of the paper is constructed from the viewpoint of the 
fine::t style for s research paper, using Kate L. Turabin's A Mamel for 
Writer. of Icrna Papers, Theses and Dissertations or the MLA Style Sheet. 
‘ince muny of the students are new to college, this rescarch project presents 
ay, orcellent oprortunity for ther to do a stmestured paper as a model for 
future teim paparse The research paper is viewed as a substantive research 
effort which demands a lot of reading in various sources, including books, 
journals, and encyclopadias. To aid the student in the proper research 
teahnicun, a critique of the term paper and a disous:ion session are provided 
hy the instructor. Also , a select bibliography of over 400 items not unsiriliar 
to the bibliorraphical essays found in The Study of Judaism, published by 
the Anii-Defamation Lengue of Binad Brith (KTAV, 1972), is affixed to the 


Glass syllabus as a guide to those who wish to go further in their study of 
Jewish life and thought. 
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The rospecius of # course in the Jewish Religious Heritage is eonstructed 
to cbtiin tie following goals: 


le 


260 


he 


Se 


66 


[> be aware that the Jewish religious tradition has to deal with 
peoplehood, worldview, and iife style. 

To realize that the culture, religion, and history of the Jewish 
people are mutually interdependent. 

To understand that the Jewish religious heritage is a vast reservoir 
of ferlings, thoughts, values, concerns, and actions preserved by 

a pecple for close to 4000 years and manifested in artifacts, signs, 
symbols, calemiars, legal traditions, nature, history, persons, 
documents, codes, and ideas. 

To feel the personal and the group, the parochial and the universal, 
the legal and the mystic, the spiritual and the secular dimensions 
of Judaism. 

To discover the change and development of Jewish religious experiences 
and expressions in the course of time. 

To develop for the comrited Jewish student a self-concept and self 
pride in the relevancy and legitimacy of a Jewish content class, 
which encourages him to live openly and freely with his own worldview 
and life styles; to develop empathy for others in appreciating 

the way of life, thought, and faith of a vital, dynamic force in 
world culture. 

To acquire the basio vocabulary for study of, and oral and written 
presentation in, a basic introduction to Judaism. 

Te be made aware of the laborious work involved in a critica’, 
disaiplined study of origins, sources, and materials, and to 

obtain skills in oral and written presentations on a given 

problem of the Jewish religious heritage. 


Humanistic concern, a nondogmatic approach, sensitivities, dialog between 
teacher and student are some of the factors which can help weave a thread of 


contimity into material so complex and diversified, and make the history of 
Judsism more particular and personal. 
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Syllabur 


on the Jew in America: A Thematic Class 
Offering in Jewish Studies 


™heg3 course introduces students to an historical analysis of the Jews 
in tie United Stites which discusses the escentially social snd psychological 
omblems cf Jewish grup identity. Much of the course conceims itself with 


the Jowish religious mince rity in America and its 


she centemporary scene 
revival, the reasons fer it, and the extent to which jt expresses religious 

and cpiriésasl iepulses as well sa: social needs. The contribution of the 

successive waves of Jewish imrigration to this country and to western civilization 


in ,aneral is evluatede 
The cource is divided into ten topics: 


le Buronean pe litical and cultural background. 
oe Histery of the Jew in modern America. 
3. The erovth of the American Jewish community. 
4. Assimilaticn within the American economio structure. 
5. “Minority status and ethnicity of the Jews. 

6. Problem of identity. 

7. Racial and ethnic attitudes. 

*, The American Jew and Israel. 

9, Jewish activism. 

10. Life styles. 
Parts 1,2,3,4 serve as u course introduction and provide historical background 
for the subsenuent topicse Parts 5,6,7 consider problems caused by the Jews! 
minorit:; status and ethnicity. Parts 8,9,10 consider possible solutions to the 
problems of ethnicity and identity. Major issues to be discussed in 2 lecturo- 
discussion format (for the most part) and selected readings are listed wider 
the ten topics in the lecture outline. 


Lecture Outline 
I. Buropean political and cultural background 


As Political and cultural conditions in Eastern Buropes Poland, Czarist Russias 
the Hankalah (Bnlightment) 
Sachar, A History of the Jews, Chapters 24 and 25 
Davidowiez, The Golden Tradition, Chapters 1,2, and 3 
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Be Revival of Anti-Semitism: Jerman Anti-Semitism; Russian Pogroms; the 
ay Laws"; the Dreyfuss Affair 


Sachar, A History of the Jews, Chapter 26 
C. Exodus of Jews from Buropean Ghettos to America 


Kramer, The American Minority Community, Chapter 5 
Wirth, The Ghetto, Forward, “hapters 1,2,3,4,5,6, and 7 


Sachar, A History of the J. Chapter 73 
II. History of the Jew in modern America 
Glaser, American Judaism, Introduction, Chapters 1,2,3, and 4 
Silver andi Martin, A History of Judaism, Volume 2, Chapter 12 
TI]. The growth of the American Jewish community 
Sachear, A History of the Jews, Chapter 23 
Kramer, The can Minority Oo Chapters 6, and 7 


Wagley and Harris, Minorities in the Hew World: Six Case Studies, 


ppe 203~235 


Silver and Martin, A Historypf Judaism, Volume 2, Chapter 15 
Additional Readings: 


Sklare, The Jews 
Saschar, The Course of Modern Jewish Eistory, Chapters 15 and 24 


TV. Assimilation within the American economic structure 
A. Oceuputional distribution of Jews 


he Buropean origins of oncupations among Jewo and their evolution in America 


Kramer, Judith and Leventman, Seymour,"The Welcome Heritage," in 
Racial and Ethnic Relations, Bernard F. Segel, ede, ppe 70-76 


Rosen, Bernard C.,"Bace, Ethnicity, and the Acheivement Syndrome, " 
in Raoial and Ethnic Relations, Bernard BE, Segal,ede, pps 133-153 


Ve. Minority status and etinicity of the Jews 
A. Assimilation within the American social structure 
Be Forced and voluntary isolation 
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Americanigation of the Jen 

Adjustment to a Puritan and capitalistic society 

Effects of American society On Jewish patterns of worship, education, 

communal organization, and living NN 

Aspects of Jewish life which remained unsltered by contact with 

Anerican soniety 

Aspects of Jewish life which have been affected by contaot 

Cultural pluralism or melting pot 
Kramer, The American Minority Comrunity, Chapters 1,2,3, and 4 
Baltzell, E. Digby, “Immigrants and the Fstablichment," in 
P.I. Rose, ade, The Study of Soglety, pre 417-435 
Gordon, Milton Mey "Assimilation in America: Theory and Reality, " 
in Pel. Rose, ede, The Study of Society, pre 1435-453 
Rose, Peter Jo, "Strangers in their Midsts SmalleTown Jews anc 
Theie Neighbors," in Pele Rose, ecey The Study of Society, ppe463~ 
A79 
Neusner, Jacob, American Judaism, all 
Riis, Jacob A-, How the Other Ralf lives, Chapters 10, end 11 


VI. Problem of idontity 


A e 


D. 


Pattems of Jewish identity in contemporary Christian society 

Gerson: Walter Me, “Jews at Christmas Tira: Role-Strain and Strain=- 
Reducing Mechanisms," in Wilie Gerson, Social Problems in a Changing 
World, ppe C5=75 

Concepts of Identity ~ pocial, psychological, and sociological 

Changing patterns of identification by age groups; variation from 
eeneration to generation 

Effects of Jews and Christians on one anothers intermarriage, theological 
thought, concepts of identity. Implications of thene devolopments 

for the future of Jews in America 

Wood, James, Jewich-Christian Relations in Today’s World, all 

Edelman, Lily, Eeaato Zana, ell OSO”™~C~S~S~S~S~S 

Opsahl and Tanenbam, Speaking of God Today, all 

Garber, Zev, "The Synoptio Jesus: A Jewish Approach, "in Davka, Vol 2 Noe2, 
Ppe 1933 
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BE. Coping with Jewish identity — avemies of flight, solutions to the 
pre blems 
Goffmans Erving, Stiena 
Chapters 1,2, and 3 
Lewin, Kurt, “Self~Hatred Among Jews," in Resolving Secial Conflictss 
Hayper and Row, 1948 
Simpson and Yinger, Racial and Cultural Minorities, Chapters 6, and 7 
Allport, Gordon, The Nature of Prejudioe, Chaptere 6,7,8, ané 9 
Sklare, Marshall, America’s Jews, Chapter 6 


Facial and etimic attitudes 
A. The nature of prejudice 
Selsnick and Steinberg, The Tenacity of Prejudice, all 
Me Anti-Semitism 
Arendt, Antisemitism, all 
Co The Social Psychology of Racisms Where do the Jews Mit in? 
Simpson and Yinger, Ragia Chapters 1,3, 4,5, 
9, and 10 
Allport, Gordon, The Nature of Prejudioe, Chapters 1, through 5, 17, and 13 
Werton, Robert K.," Discrimination saridthe American Creed," in Pel. Rosey 
ede, The Study of Sootety, pp» 480-498 
Hollingshead, August Be, and Redlich, Fredrick C.," An Anglo-Saxon Core 


Group," in Bermard BE, Segal, editor, Racial end Ethnic Relations, pp. 205-216 
Knufinan, Walter C., "Status Concern, Authoritarianiem, and Anti-Semitism, " 


in Bernard B. Segal, editor, Racial and Bthnic Relations,p;. 217-271; 
Sinpson, Richard Le, "Negro-Jewish Prejudice: Authoritarianism end 
Some Sonic] Variablen as Correlates," in Bernard E. Segal, editor, 
Racial and Ethnio Relations, pre 184-192 

Podhoretz, Norman, "My Negre Problem ~ and Ours," in Bernard E, Segal, 
esitor, Racial ond Bthnic Relations, py. 229~250 

Williams, Roving "Ethnocentrism," in Bernard EB. Segal, aditer, Racial 
and Bthnic Relations, pre 44-52 

Van den Berghe, Pierre, "Paternalistic versus Competitive Race Relations: 
Ar, Tdeal~Type Approwchy” in Bernard 8. Segal, editor, Racin! and 
Fthnic Rolations, pp. 53~69 
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Hewtoff and others, Black Anti-Semitism and Jewish Racism, all 


VIII. The American Jew and Israel 


A. 


C, 


D, 


Zionism as a national liberation movement which attempted to put the 
Jeron equal footing with other nationalities by creation of a Jewish 
state 

Effects of Israeli foreign policy on the Diaspora Jews 

Did Zionism, as a normalisation process, allow for the speoialness 
of the Jew, who is more than a nation? 

Arab-Israeli relations in Israel -“4 the Diaspcra Jews' relation to 
his country 

Is living in Israel an answer to how one expresses his Jewishness? 
Friedmann, The End of : ish ¥ : 

Sachar, A ston of te Jem Cuapter 33 

Herman, Israe Br he Ce mai $y 

Silver and Martin, fae a aie 15 and 16 (Voi.2) 
Laqueur, TeraclnArab Reader, all 

Cohen, Isreel and the Arab Werld, all 


IX. Jewish Activism 


QO_ 
ERIC 


A. Russian Jewish radical, Miu! 1 American Jewish Labor Mevement, 
and modern Jewish activism 

Be Civil rights, anti-war, and New Left as expressions of the Jewish 
political sotivists factors which contritute to the proportionately 
large number of Jews in these movements; is this an expression of 
the Jews" marginality - suppression of his partioulazity in Savor 
of universality, or is this a positive affirmation of Jewish values =~ 
his social eomsciousness? 

0. Hew dbes the Jew of the New Left cope with the Anti-Israel and Antie 
Senitio position of the New Left and the Third World Liberation 
movenent? 

D. Jewish Studies on campus, then and now 
Van Den Haag, “Jewish Radégoals and Jewish Hippies, "pp. 116-127, in 
The Jewish Mystique 


Porter and Dreier, eds., Jewish Radioalisms A Selected Anthology, all 
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Neusner, Contemporary Jadaio Fellowship, pre 2% 278 

Band, “Jewish Studies in American IdberaleArts College: and 
Universities, in American Jewish Yearbook 67(1966) pps3-30 
Scholem, "The Science of Judsism ~ Then and Iuw," in Gershom 
Solu ler, The Messianic Idea iz: Judaism, pre 304-313 

Garber, “Jewish Studies at a Twoefear Public College," reprint 
avedlable from ERIC . 


RK. Life Styler 

A. ld fo styles pertrayed in the American novel ~- stereotypical 
er typical 

3. Types of American Judaism 
Rosenthal, Four Paths to One God, all 
Philipson, The Reform Movement in Judaism, ppe 3-121, 147-316 
Greenberg, The Conservative Movement in Judaism, all 
Liebman, “Orthodoxy in Arerican Jewish life," in American 
Jewish Yearbook 66(1965), pps 21-97 
Liebman, "Reconstructionism in American Jewish Life," in American 
Jewish Yeartook 71(1970), 3-99 " 

C. Hasidic life styles in the midst of a sroular, non-Jewish 
environment which daily challenges its «elevance 
Poll, The Hagi Co ty of Wil sburgs A St 
Scciology of Religion, Part 1 

De Creation of a Jewish community, integrating study, innovative 
worship, and social uctions the urban ki biuts. 
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Suppested Student-T racher References 


Unit I~ _Furopesn Political and Cultural Background 
Aperham Leon Snchar, A Wietory of the Jewse Alfred A. Knopf, 1967. 
Lucy Davidowics, The Golden Tradition. Beaccn Press, 1968. 
Jutith Ae Kramer, The American Minority Community. Crowell Coe, 1970. 
Louis Wirth, The Ghetto. University of Chicago Press, 1966. 

Unit II- History of the Jew in Modem America 


Nahum Glazer, American Judaism. University of Chicago Press, 1964. 
Daniel Jeremy Silver and Bernard Martin, A History of Judaism (2 vols.) 
Bacic Books, 1974. 


Unit TII~- The Growth of the American Jewis 
A.L. Sachar, A History of the Jews, Opsit- 
JA. Kramer, The American era ae Ode cit. 


Ce Wagley and M. Harris, Minorities a) FO LLC &. BS © LES « 
Colwritd a University Press, 1958. 


M. Sklarey The Jewss a taite = fan rer 2 Groupe Free Press, 1958. 
Howard Morley Sachar, ye Dell,1963. 


DoJ. Silver and BeMartin, A re ae of Se Ope cit. 
Unit IV ~- Assimilation Within the American Bconomo Structure 
Bernar. 3. Segal, Racial and Bthnic Relations. Crewell, 1972. 


Unit V - Minority Status and Etimiocity of the Jews 


JsA. Kramer, The American Minority Community, op. cit. 

Peter I. Rose, edo, The Study of Society. Knopf, 1972. 

Jaco’ Neusner, Amerioan Judaism. Prentice-Hall, 1972 

Jacob A; Riis, How the Other Half lives. Sagamore Press, 1957. 


Unit VJ ~ Problem of Identity 
WM. Garson, Social Problems in a Changing World. Crowell, 1969. 
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Exving Uoffman, Stigma: Notes on the Man ent of Sp. ited 
Identitye Prentice Hall, 1963. 


Kurt Lewin, Resolving Soot al Conflicts. Hurper and Row, 1948, 
G. Simpson and M, Yinrer, Racial and “altural Minorities. 


Sordon Allport, The Nature of Prejudice. Doubleday Anchor, 1958. 


H. Sklare, America's Jews. Randor: House, 1971. 

Poul D. Opsahl and Mure Hi: Tannenbaum, editor, Sporking of Gov 

To lays Joys and Lutherans in Conversation. Fortress Press, 1974. 

Lily Edelman, ecitor, P o F. A Primer in Dialome. Anti- 
Defamation League of Btnai B'rith (Crown publishers), 1967 

James EB. Wood,Jr., editor, Jewish-Chri sti Relatio Today's 

Norld. Baylor University Press, 1971. 

Zev Garber, "The Syno;tic Jesus: A Jewish Ap. roach," Diva, Vol. 2, Nos 2, 
March-April, 1972, pps 19-33. 


Unit VIT.~ Racial and Ethnic Attitudes 


Hannah Arendt, Antisemitism. Harcourt, Brace, and World, 1968. 
G. Simpson and M. Yinger, Rac d Cultural Mizori ties, op. cite 
Gordon Allport, The Nature of Prejudicu, Qpe> cit. 


Peter I. Rose, The Study of Sogtety, ov. Site 
Bernard B. Segal, ed., Racial and Ethno Relations,op, cit. 


Gertrude J. Selgniok and Stephen Steinberg, The Tenacity of 
Prejudicers Anti-Semi gm in Contemporary America, Harper, 1969. 


Nat Hentoff? and others, Black Anti-Semitism and Jewinh Racism. 


Schocken, 1972. 
Ueit VIII. erican Jew and Israel 


G. Friedman, The End of the Jewish People? Doubleday, 1968 
A. Sachar, A Nistory cf the JewSy ope cit. 


Ss. HermanyIsraelis and Jewss The Contimity of an Identity. Random 
Houtey. 19706 


DJ. Silver and B. Martin, A History of Judaisn, ope cit. 


3.4 


. ERIC 


JA Fuirtoxt Provided by ERIC 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
13 


Walser Layucur, Isruel-Arab Reader. Santam, 1970- 
Aharon Cohen, Israel ond the Arab World. Funk and Wagnalls, 1970. 


Unie IX- Jewish Activism 


Eynest Van Den Haag, ‘The Jowish Mystique. St: in and Day, 1969. 
Jac'c Ny Porter and Peter Dreier, eds», Jewish Radicalism: A 


Szlacted Anthology. Grove, 1973. 
Jasob Neusner, Contemporary Judaio Fellowship. Ktav, 1972. 


Arnold Band," Jewish Studies in American Liberal-Artsy Colleges 

and Universities," American Jewish Yearbook, 67 (1966), pps 3~30. 
Gershom Scholem, The Messianic Tdea in Judaism. Schocken, 1971. 

Zev Garber, "Jewish Studies at a TworYear Public College," reprint. 
Available from ERIC Document Reproduction Serwice, LEASCO Information 
Products, Ince., 4827 Rugby Avee, Bethesda, Maryland 20014. 


Unit X- Life Styles 
Solomon Poll, e Hasi di 
the Sociology of Religion. 
Gilbert 8. Se Bloch, 1973. 
S. Grecnberg, The servat fovemen xdai sme USYA, 1955. 
C. Liebman, "Orthodoxy in American Jewish n Life, ” igoriems Sedh 

Yearbook 66(1965), pp. 21-97 

C. Liebman," Reconstructionism in American Jewish life," Amexioan 
Jewish Yearbook 71 —— PPe 3~996 
D, Phillipson, 


ame Ktav, 1967. 
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This is a select bibliography of books written in English and dealing with 


the course structure, but not including items listed under suggested student 
teacher references (see abeve ). Additional reading material and sources may 
pe found in the bibliographies of most of the works cited. 


1. 


Ze 


3e 


4e 
56 


6. 
Te 
8. 


, Blau, Joseph L. and Baroi, Sale Wey : 


Augoff, Charles and Levin, Meyer, The Nese of American Jewish Literature. 
Simon and Schuster, 1970.( selections from the major novels) 

Baltsell, B Mgby, The Protestant Establishment. Random House, 1964. (anti- 
semi tism) 

Bentwich, Norman, The Jews in Our Tima. Pelican, 1960. (development of Jewish 
life in the Modern aia 


Berman, 


ows i Intermarriage. Thomas Yosellof, 1968. (intermarriage) 

Bi gman, Stanley Key mia: Peed aciwae Geen ce Vedneian: Jewish Communi ty 
Council of Greater Washington, 1957. (demographic study) 

Hirmingham, Stephen, Our Crowd. Harper and ai 1967-(Ashkemagzio elite) 

BMrmingham, Stephen, The Ame Malls ardi.c pe Harper and Row, 1971. 
Blau, Joseph 1., Come Bs aligious. Freedon i reve ed. 
Beacon Press, Mobic acua esas freedom ‘aah ar 


» Blau, Joseph Le, Modern Varieties of Judaisme Colurbia University Press, 1966. 


(religious adaptations) 


Columbia University Press, 1963. (ecomae history) 


. Brotz, Howard, ee Pree oe aay ae behevior) 


Buber, Martin, de 
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leatures, diseus:ionc, issigned readings, and written assignments constitute 
im the m@in the course requirements of The Jew in Aperica class offering 
Cf the Jewish Studies Department at LA Valley College. The student is 
expected to acnuaint himcelf with the major issues, problems, thinkers, and 
reurpers: related to tie cours: in order to partuke i: reauningful, academio 
Walogue rogurding those aspects of American Jewry that he is studyi noe 
Clans attendance, required readings, claus participation, and writton assignments 
in the nature of a midetorm objective examination, and a final exarination, 
which i; tvo hours in length and of essay type (primarily) constitute the minimum 
requirements for a pass grade (c/p). The additional renuirement for sn "A" 
or "8" iis nu uymthesiging project which permits the student to pursue his 
spesial «caceric preference (esze, art, music, religion, psychology, 
lites-ture, sociolory, ctre), in whatever media he deems rost productive 
(esnay, short story, collage, audin-visual, etoe), in showing the relationrhip 
between Lhese disciplines and some aspect of the Jew in America. 


Mhe Written Apstcnment 


Of tue many avpects of the learning process, perhaps the rost frustrating 
ra the avons puspose of students and professors. Nowhere is this more keenly 
seen and felt than in an introductory class. The professor's lectures are for 
the most part nt understcod, and his intelligence is further insulted by the 
students’ seeming anti~intelleotualiam.The professor blames his failure on 
his young chargers. He vents his disatisfaction by popping ouiszes, assipning 
busy work, asking trick questions on exams, and springing a host of other tricks 
vhich only his mind can issue. Students become apathetio, turn off, and 
consider class attendance ea punishing jail sentence, 

In reality the problem grows out of the diversified roles played by the 
the professor and the student. The professor sees himself as a knowledge 
dispenser, developing a new generation of scholars who share his philosophy 
and concerns, and are willing to spend infinite hours reading, researching, 
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writing, and discussing the protiems at hand. The average student does 
not have the scholarly way as Gefined by the professor. {fk is a iraderman 
interested only in ihe bare essentials of the job: how, when, where, 
‘wat dis cequired cf him to oblnin his grade. He could care less nbout 
schools of thoupht, philosophy, coctology, tistory, literary analysis, 
and theoretical ebstractions; he is interested only in the here and nowe 
Me nature of «= college program, introductory classes in particulary, 
48 ouch thet a professor does not trust his student and a student dors 
not tru:t hic professore Students are regimented through a structured 
pregram which gives them little time to reflect, think, end matures 
he wonder passivity and inertia set ine To rectify this prohblen 
the profecger could help his rtudent understand the beauty of being a 
prefes:ional and not a mere worker. One of the ways in which this can 
be dene ia to change the nature of the written assignment.In place of 
hourly examinations, midterms, and finals, which often represent’ the 
soribbled jotiings derived from a lecture hour, there can be the 
book reviev, article zeview, journal, and synthesising project. The 
major pedagogical principle gained is the students will learn better and 
appreciate more their understanding of the subject matter if they are 
actively involved in learning rather than being passively taught. 


Book Review 
There ure two types of book review, "scholarly"or"popular." 
A. Scholarly text or textbook 
The review is brief and direct. About six double-spaced typewritten 
sheets is the proper lewgth.An essay style, and not a question-and-answer 
format, is adopted. 
The goal of the report that the student writes is to demonstrate to 
the professor that he has read the book, has understovd why it was written, 
and has related it consciously to the material presented in the lectures. 
In addition to writing on the main thesis of the book, the student discusses 
language and terminology used, the background presupposed in the reader, 
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whether the :aterial is presented in a predominently explanatory 

orion predurinently argurentative form, eatce Te in askec, finally, 

to dascurs how the book affected his previcus in tions of the particular 
aspect or aspects of Judaism with which it deals. 

Rovel 

An interesting way for « student to learn about Jewish ideas, value:, 
and hintory is through fiction which shifts the course ourriculun 

from subjeat mutter to activity, from subjects of study to experience. 
The resting «f Jewish novels is ea Jewish happening and is mere p pular 
than Jewish hinteriosl reading in fashioning meaninsful, lasting ties 
‘Oo on appreaiotior of the Jewish civi Mgatione & mood story provides 
armore vivid and intimete insight int: life than dees a textbook. 

A text maint seneiglicze but a atery onkes the subje-t more partioular 
and persenule Im addition, the novelist gives a different dimension 

to what "being Jewish" means than is found in the "heavy" findings of 
an anthropal ist, theologian, historian, vooiul scientist, eto. 


An impressionistic easay is suitable for a novel review. By "“impressionistio" 
is meants student's reactions, feelings about the book, how he experienced 
the book, any questions it may have raised in his mind to the central 
themes of tho courne, etos Or the student may approach the review by 
‘xtracting from the buok the significant facts or observations related 
to the aspects of Judaism which the book purportc to cover. Some of 
the points to luok for are, what can we learn from the author!s 14 fo? 3 
is hin style dintinotive 73; age and type of Jew pertrayeds historical 
backgr-und ard implienticns of the storys changes in the religious life 
of the Jew caused by changing economic and pc litical factors; changin;: 
social moras ond scientific beliefs and the Jewish destiny in Burope, 
Anerica, Inrael, etces the Jewish mirority in an overwhelming gentile 


environments what meccage is there for the continustion of Jewish lifes 
etc. 
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Article Revies 


An artiele review is vhorts approximate length is 2-3 pages. The review 
should contiin (1) nuthor, title of article, ard references (7) summary 
of main voints of articles (3) statement of whether the article is empirical 
or analyticnl, or both. | 
A, If the article is empirical, what hypothesis does the article 
supporte Can the empirical article be related to a more 
general stutement? 
8, Lf the article ix analytical, describe the analysis. Does the 
analysis suggest hypotheses which could be tested? 
(4) the student's evaluation of the article. 
Articles are selected from assigned artioles or readings in the course 
cutline or from relevant periodical literature on the subject mattere 


Journal 

The journal is intended to combine aspects of the formal essay with 
trat of a diaryeThe entries are short exeraises, 5 typewritten pages are 
recommended, though there is no limitation on length. Activities associated 
with lecture topics are written-up as a journal entry and turmed-in during 
the weekly class session at which the related topic is being discussed. 
The activities are many and varied, and provide an opportunity for the 
student to develop cri tical methodology and preserve or alter deepseated 
commitments in his view of himself, society, nature, and histrrye 


Using topics from a Jewish Religious Heritage clase, the following 
journal activities can be asori beds 


Topic 1 - Getting Started 
Journal Activity: Students are asked to write their own definition 
of whet is religion?; what is Judaiem?s; and who is 6 Jeu?. Included 
in this statement, is the students’ understanding of Jewish 
identity vivea-vis forces which seek to oppose or compliment it. 
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Prelirinaries About Religten anc the Nature of Judaism 

Jumma. Activity: Evaluate the mythie rtruciure of classical 
Judaism asainst the traditional view «f Israel's origins and 
aetinye 

Cycle of the Jewish Years The Wiech ticlidays and the Nature Festivals 
Jcurnal Activity: Visit a synagogue, or a place of Jewish worship 
Suring Ue Jewish High Holiduys (in ine Spring semester, a 

Passover Seder). Participate in a religious service (worship 

or meditation) or have conversation: with a vember of the 

reli fous comrunitye Deseribe your experiences in a journal entry. 
Cycle of the Jewish Years The Minor loly Days and the New Holy Days 
Journal Activitys 

Comstruct your own Jewish Ho Ly Day. What is its message, identifying 
symbols, and neaningful ritualse 

Spored Time and Sacred Spacet The Shabbat 

Spend 24 hours in « total Shabbat utmonphere, totally cutoff ’ 

from tie everyday experiences around Yala, by participating in 
either a lillel Shabbaton (conventional, experimental) or a 


‘Cuabnd Shabbat (traditional, myetical, Haridic). Bvaluate your 


encounter, citing both %esitive and negative effects. What new 
outlooks, if any, upon life have altered or emerged as a result 
of the Shabbat experiences 

The Wheel of life: BM Adolescence 

Journal Activity: Make up a myth about the "beginnings of Israel" 
or create an alternate rite of passage tc the Ban-Bat Mitsvah,. 
Ti.e Wheel of life: Marriage, Doath 

Journal Activity: Do a form critical analysis of the Jewish 
marriage ceremony. Or attempt to write a responsa on one aspect 
of Jewish merital relations and situation ethics. Or describe 


your thoughts about death and tho great "beyond." Or survey 
Jew) sh burial practices and philosophy with those of non-Jews, 
and write a rational on the Jewleh way of dying. Or depict"dsath 


on wy terns” using verse, poetry, visual arts, or fictions 
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Journ) Activits: Desecthe an experienes 7 the “denth «ff Goae" 
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Cr of gts hese riite Or of the vo Seer of God.0» of a ge. f~ 
limited Gade Cr of an embattled G. de Or of God ir ceaarch of 
ne 
Topic 9 = The Good Life: Man and the Human frecdi csanent 
Journal Activity: Go out into the field and make contact with 
one type of Jew Without Hope, e.g», the Jewish aged and dying, 
the Jewish poor, the Jewish runaway or accict, the Jewish retarded 
or mental sick, etce Write up your experiences in a meeting-by- 
necting report. Te sure to include yerronal data on your subjects 
description of tue state of your subject, progress made or needs 
being ret, tte 
Po-ic C= Choose lifes The Jewish Ethic 
Journal Activity: Comment on the foliowing utniement, either 
defendine it or attacking its 
The m cal lew of the Gospels asks the “n.turel man" to reverse 
his natural attitude towards himself and others, and to put 
the "other" in the place of the "self" ~—— that is, to replace 
straightforward egoism by inverte! egoism. Por the altruisn 
of the Gospels is neither more nor less ti:an inverted egoisme 
Altruism und egoism alike deny the individual as such all 
objective roral va"ue and make him merely 4 reans to a subjective 
ends but whereas e; ism makes the "other" 4 means to the advantage 
of tie “self", alt...sm does just the reverse. Judaism, however, 
gets rid of this subjective attitude entirely. Its morality is 
based on something abstract and objective, on absolute justice, 
which atlashes moral value to the individual us such, without 
any distinction botween the "self" and the “other" (from Ahad Hatamy 
Between Two Opinions, 1910). 
Or 
Miscuss the Jewish view of Man and Nature in light of the 
following remarks 
In tistesy there are three possible relationships of the spirit 
te the elemental forces. The first is the gicrification of the 


elemental fu rces as such. We may call it the state of heathniom 
in the development of peoples, though there never was a pure 


‘<) 


ERIC 29 


iii ‘ 


(<) 


ERIC 


Topic ll ~ 


Topic 12 « 


Tonic 13 - 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 28 


BReathenism in history. The second is the congucest of the 


clemental forcer, the most Lllustricus example being Christicnity. 


The third is the hallowing of the clere:i:1 forces: not their 
sloriMcation or conquest but their sanctification and 
consequently their transformation. The rost striking instince 
of this relationshio in the history of the Western werld 

is Judaism (M. Buber, from an adére:s delivered at the 
Lehrhaus in Frankfort-on~the-Main in 1934). 


Toraht Tradition and Commentary; Continuity and Change 
Journal Activity: Write an evaluation of the textual readings in 
this sections explicate the awthor"s arguments; include a list 
of questions needing to be clarified or ponteredy and a list 
of issues suggested by the readings appropriate for class 
discussion or activity. 
Holy, Holy, Holy: Liturgy, Institutions, Diet, Dress 
Journal Activity : Prepare a questionnaire of at least 10 questions 
on the role of the Synagogue or of Kashruth in Jewish life. 
Interview at least 15 informantcs collate the answers, and tabulate 
the results. 

Or 
Investigate the Tay-Sachs questionnaire which can be obtained 
from hospitals, Jewish community centers, or synagogues. Whet 
are some cf the Historical, cultural, and social dimensions 
behind the survey? 
Hashoah ~ The 614th Commandments "It's O.K, To Cry soe" 
Journal Activity: Create a sociodrama (simlation, role playing, 
etc.) entitled "Te Last Jew Alive." Present at least 5 difforent 
views of Jewish belief in the post-Holocaust future. Use section 
readings and class lectures as a starting point. 

Or 
Make a collage of headlines from daily mewspapers, dramatizin: the 
history and/or complexity of the iscues studied in this unit. 
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Or 


View and analyze two media regources (ites the films: "Wi ght 
and Fog", "The Garden of the Finzi-Continis", "The Shop on 

Main Strect", "The Pawnbroker"s or the plays: "The Deputy’, 
“Incident at Vichy", etos) on the destruction of Buropean Jorry: 


Toxic 14 — Breounter with Israel: People, Land, Destiny, World 


Journal Activity: Write an essay or develop a short story around 
the theme of Israelis and Jews, the contimiuty (or discontimity) 
of an identity.Or ufter all is said and done, what are the 
demands of the God of Israel upon the State .f Israel? 


Topic 15 — Hear O' Isracl: Plural Models of Jewish Identit 
aettteetinaeieaemenen te ene ae AS EE DM 
Hand back students! definition of religion and Judaism and 


ask them to reconsider the statements in light of their encowrter: 
with the course structure, lectures, and readings. 


Synthesizing Project 

A synthesizing project permits a direot encounter of student with material, 
leads to a variety of student-ortented class activities,and breaks up tho 
coldrun of a lecture-only method of presemtationsThe depth, variety, netiure, 
snd breadth of the Jewish experience is forcibly brought home if the student 
pursues his own academic preference in whatever media he decns most productive. 
If dine properly, a Synthesizing project can weave a thread of contimuity 
ints complex and diversified material, and make the course content more 
particular and personal.Por example, the experience of the Jews in America 
ean be discovered by reading the literature being done by the sons and 
evandsens of imeirrant Jowse? The books selected are read and discussed 
first, as literature, and second, as a reflection of Jewish experience in 
Americat ag an examination, for example, of "Jewish idealiam" (if there 
in such a thing)in relaticn to the American experiences the Project discusses 
the cultural bagsage which the imrigrant Jews brought to America, and trices 
through the writings, what has hap ened in turn to the imrigrant generation, 
and to the second, third, and fourth generations (to the extent that the 
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last has reached literary maturity).The writings should bring into focus 

the confrontation of cld-world, shtetl values with American values, the 
Gilemra of the second generation, caught between the old values and the 

new, the question of Jewish radicalism and what happens to it in America, 
the question of Jewish Orthodoxy and what happens to it in America, the 
question of Jewish “survival” in America, and, finally, the sharpening of 
she question "what is a Jew?" as the Amerioanization process continues. 

The nature of this synthesizing project, AmericarJewish literatii: as 

a reflection of the Jewish sojourn in America, will also demand an examination 
of these questions: what is there"Jewish" about the Jewish American writer 
aad in works not dealing particularly with Jews and/or in movels not written 
hy Jewish writers, can Jewish values be exprevced? 


Role-Playing, Problem Solving, and Games 


A teaching stratemy, old in years but recently Ciscovered, desisned 
to enhance a olassroor hour and make relevant the theoretical lecture 
note is role-playing or_problem solving. This method takes seriously 
the four .cuential steps of a learning process: Confrontaticn, where 
tie student experiences the idea, behavior, or object superficialy; 
Anolyzis, where the student seriously probes the cecasion cr object in light 
c? previcus experience and knowledges; Interaction, where the studont’s 
rutur.2 or reciprocal com unication with others helps him benefit from 
tieiv feelings, ideas, experiences with the reality under discussions and 
Internalization, where by turning the new experience and sharing of ideas 
Loon himself, the student reacts meaningfully to the new reality as it 
olates to him ac an individual, and as a member of society as a whole. 
Role-playing offers a number of positive claims seldom found by other 
tcaching strategies. It deals with real life situations and not theoretical 
i: bstractionss it enables the student to confront deep philosophical ideas 
in remarkable simplicity and convincing applications more cognitive avemies 
cz knowledge are relied upon by this method than any other since the student 
rust be the actor in his confrontation with others over thegybject matter 


md the problems at hondgstwients develop sensitivity and leaxyn empathy 
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When they clouy the Qe" rent reves, offen in conflict one with another, 
of a simulation ganes finally, values, commtments, aspirations ote, 
Can be lastingly changed or developed or dis:cvereu shen a student 

is engaged in peer Group sthical decision making and moral development, 
the twin pillars of a Tole-playing sequence, 

Problem solving games can be enacted din alms: avery phase of Jewish 
Studies, from the king-prophet-priest confreatation of biblical histony 
to the differentZicnist and nomZicnist idealogmes 1 today, from learning 
or deriving characteristics about or from the four sons of the Haggadsh 
to understamiing Israelis: fathers and Sons, end with all the protagonists 
and philosophies in many of the ages in between. 

What follows are several examples of simulation games which explore 
creative alternatives to traditional aprproachen to the problem under 
discussion by using role-playing, group interaction, end aiscussions The 
games focus on some of the attitudes and expectations we carry toward 
an opposite view and try to seperate reality from myths 


Simlation Game 1 - Sc You Went to Make Alaya?4 

Daniel, age 19, a third teneration American Jew, has decided to immigrate 
to Israel.He had received the standard Anexican-dewisi education, going 
tLivugh his Temple's Bar litevah end Con ration progzems. In addition, 
three years ago he spent the sumrer on a Kittuiz with @ teen ulpan EvVoUp, 
and he has been “turned on" to Isra-l and Jewish life over sinen. Now, 
after a year of college, ard the reality of the Yom Kippur War behind him, 
he is comvinced t}.at Israel is the only pleee where he can lead the kind 
of Jewish life he warts to lead. 

Danjel*s parents nr not altogether happy shout their sonts decisiion. 
They are glad te see that ne bas taken such an active interest in Jewish 
affairs, but the thong! of ais movir.7 to a strange country thousands of 
Miles awny frighten: tacm vreatiy. They feel that he would be better off 


Staying in America, contrituting to American Jewish life here than spending 
his best yecrdin an Isracii farm: 
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Sfter tro duys of serious ciseussion , Boantel cad his parents have 
decided to request the advice of several other people. At « meeting at 
the uynugogue, these people are presents 


Daniel Their Rabbi 

Hia father Dov, Danielts Israeli friend from college 
His Mother Don Rosen, a clone friend of Daniel's 

liga grondfatier parents 


The mecting is just bepimeiiz-: eee 
Deniel 


You play the mole of Damiul. You feel tiat you rust defend your decision to 
go to Israel against people whe will try te talk gou out of ite You know 
tiat Ispreol is the «only pl:ce where you can live sour kind cf Jewish life, 
and dvring the discuscion you will probably be called upr w explain Juct 
what sour kind of Jewish life dee You will olse hove: ip evplain just hew 
you enn be sc sure these ig n future fer you except iv Torael. 


R: Viger 

You play the part cf Daniel's father. You are a suctese ful doctor approaching 
Piftse You seally can't understand why your scn is we intent about living 

in Isracl., After all, he has everything heve he could ever possilly want. 
It's even possible to be a good Jew in Americas after all, are&i't you a 

good Joy yourself? 


Mother 


fou play tie part of Daniel's mothner.You are very wovrked out your son 
leaving hore. You are concerned with practical tlirgen, and vou worry how 
nell sake a living, how he'll find friand::, where tef]1 live, ete. You 
mypccinliy woulé like to know what will hapen to your son's plans of becoming 
& liuryere 


Grandfather 


You play the part of Daniel's grandfatier (mother's side). You are seventy= 
fiv)s years old, and you came to America just befc.re World War 1.For you 
America hac always represented freedom and hope, and you raised your 
children to be good loyal Amerioans. Yet you are proud of your grandson 
and of iis desire to go to Israel. In fact,it is the greatest joy of your 
jl: fre t}at he has scmehow regained the total identiMocation with the Jewich 
p ople that you failed to convey to his mother. Daniel, you say,is one of 
t e reacons the Jewish people will never die. 
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Rabid 


You play the purt of tiie mabbis You were Daniel's confirmation teacher 
there yecrs ago, and you remember him as an exc-ilent student. You are 
delighted that he is so committed to Judaism, and you take much credit 
for that facts But you feel that there is much important work to be done 
in the Arerican Jewish community, and you would like to see Daniel become 
involved here, maybe even becore a rabbi himself. After all, it is not as 
if Israel were the only place he could live safely and without fear of 
pe*secution,s America is a democracy, and the Jews have a great future in 
store for them here with fine young men like Daniel to lead the way. 


Daniel's Friend 
You play the role of Dov. You were born in Romania, and came to Israel 
with your femily at the age of 1]. After three years in the Isracli army 

you drcve a tank in the Yom Kippur War) and three years at the university 
in Jorusaien, yOu are,ot 25, ir the US as a graduate student in economics. 
You met Daniel at a pro-Israel rally at school, and you have been frionds 
ever pincee You have been a great influence on Daniel's decision to imigrate. 
You are » @ie-hurd, committed Zionist, and you know that there is no future 
for Jews enywhere but in Israel. 


Father's Friend 


You arc Dey Rosen, 48, accountant and close friend cf Daniel's father since 
high schocl. Yur parents were Jewish, but you never had ruch to do with its 
You think reliston's kind of a silly idca, anyhow. You just can't see what 
your friend's kid is cn this “supermdJew™ kick forelt's ridiculous to be a 
Sew tedey, now thet science has shown us 211 those Bible stories are just 

« tunch of fairy taleise You think Daniel ought to go bach to college, join 
a Sraternidg, find himself a girl, and get all this Jew-nonsense out of 

his head. It's just a dumb kid's pipe dreame 


Sinulatio: Gane 2 - Yom Kippur 5735 + The October War, One Year Lator 

The abrupt change of presidents in Washington, coupled with US impotence 
recarding the Turish-Greck war on Cyprus, has suddenly shot down the 
soaring Balloon of optimism that marked every step of Secretary of State 
Henry Kisringer's brilliant shuttle diplomacy following the Arab-Israeli 
war cf last Ootober. 

Statements from the Rabin administration that the Golan Heights will 
remain an inseperable part of Israel and that Israel has 4nalienable rights 
to settlements in Judea and Samaria have caused Arab capitals to despair 
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oe 
with the instant re joiner s"this means war." The Israelis protecting 

themselves against preemptive attacks and further Arab terrorism have 

refused to withdraw further from Arab lands unless they see real overtures 

of peace trom the Arab themselves. Thus they refuse to make even the 

token six=mile withdrawal from the Jordan River that King Hussein demands 

as the price of attending the ever more distant Geneva conference. The 

only concession the Israelis would make is a second withdrawal from the 

Sinai Peninsula. But that opportunity has been blocked by the Arabs themselves; 

Egyptian President Anwar Sadat is under overwhelming pressure from 
other Arab leaders not to make any new withdrawal agreements with Israel, 
on grounds that the Palestinian issue must be dealt with first. That Arab 
pressure would threaten Sadat with political overthrow if he went ahead, 
es he would prefer, with a new Israel withdrawal agrecment. Thus Israel's 
desire to negotiate with Bgypt is meaningless. For the opportunity has been 
closed by the Arabs themselves. 

To balance the huge Soviet arms shipment to Syria, Israel is now 
negotiating with reluotant Pentagon officials for a vast increase in its 
mijitary arsenal: 1 billion dollars in “urgent” aid, on top of the 2.2 biljion 
dollers sent during the October war, plus a seperate package of 1:5 billion 
dollars a year for each of the next five years. 

With the weakening of NATO due to the Oreece-furkey problem, coupled 
with the inability of the US,UN and NATO to prevent the Turkish invesion 
of Cyprus, Israel has gained an important new argurent to support its 
demands for defence against the Arabs that surround and are bent on destroying hex 

The present dangerous stalemate will lead to a bloodier and far 
longer war — more than last year's costly Yom Kippur War. A war that the 
superpowers would be powerless to stops 


The following participants reflect a spectrum of views on this problems 


Buberi sim Berriganism 
Ben Guricniem Palestinian Nationalism 
Wei gmani sm Jevish Intellectual 
Revisionism Arab Intellectual .., 
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Buberism 


You feel that reconciliation with the Arabs is possible through compromise. 

You arrue that the Yishuv hac contributed to the misfortunes of the Palestinians, 
and therefore it is incumbent upon Israel to rectify these immoral acts. 

You further argue that the solution to the endless wiolence and warfare 

lies in a binational state, with parity for both the Jewish and Arab 
cor-unities, and preferably linked in a federation with the other states 

in the areae Israel, you say, must demonstrate that it is a "Jewish" state 

by living up to the ethical teachings of Judaism, inoluding those pertaining 

to the “strangers” who are citigens of the states 


Ben Gurionism 


You maintain reapproachment with the Arabs based on a philosophy of superior 
moral and physical strengthe You argue as follows: Jews have suffered a 
diaspora of 2000 years. Minaliy, they have come back to their historic homeland, 
only to be greeted vy regretful Arab leaders who do all in their power 

to prevent the ingathering of the exiles (Kibbuts Galuvot). By their policy 
of blockades, boycotts, war, and terroism, the Arabs have show unequivocally 
that they are not capable of living peacefully with Jews now, but they 

will change their view once they realize the realpolitik that Israel is 

here to stay. This is shown by Israel maintaining a diplomacy of retaliation 
and reprisals, coupled by simoere offers and efforts of social, cultural, 

and economic betterment to the Arabs around. 


Weizmani sm 


You believe that the Arab-Israeli conflict is no different than any normal 
dwternational disputation between nations recorded in history, past and 
presents The solution lies not in a single act — war or peace ~ tut in a 
series of measures construed by the telligerents over a period of time 

and purposefully aimed to lower the tension in the disputed areasBventuelly, 
hard attitudinal predispositions change, and de facto peaceful ceexistence 
sets ine 


Revisionism 3 


You know well the lessons of Jewish history: close to 2000 years ago Judea 

was captured, the Temple razed, Jerusalem gutted, Masada destreyed, Betar 
reduced, and the Jewish people exiled from its country and dispersed among 

the nations Bver stnoe the Jewish people was expelled from its land, its 
history has been one of persecution, discrimination, humiliation, expulsion, 
wandering, inguisitions, ghettos, comcentration camps, ovens, and extermination. 
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Bt ‘{ never forgot itm homeland, sanotified ‘1 for al) etemity, ever: 
aimcle Jay by its prayers and blood. Such a fidelity of a pecole te Its 
nrmelend in tle face cf centuries cf enforced neperaticn, has no parallel 
ir the emnals of mankindeThe partition: of the Land of Israel were never 
frunded on lawe They were the recult of imperialicm, arbitrarinens, and 
aggressione These partitions never could or will annul the inalienable 
rights of the Jewith people to the Land of Ierael in its historic entirety, 
inolucing both sides of tae Jordan. By virtue of this right,per se, the 
natioral sovereimty of the reestablished State of Israel applies de facto 


“to every part of the Land of Isrnel that is liberated from unlawful foreien 


ruleeIt shoiléd also be applied de jure. You reason that peace with the Arabs 
cum only be acheived through direct negetictions betweon the bellicerents. 
Unec ungres:ion has been defeated there can be no distinction between pence 
trenties and seourity conditions, if the remewal of the threat to the existence 
of tre State of Irrael and the life of the naticn is to ve prevented. 
Accorcir. to Israel*s nutional experience and to internaticnal law, these 
security, conditicns are linked tc Israel's cont:wl over the areas which 
have served tre enemy as bases for ageressicne Therefore large-scale Jewish 
settierent in tle areas of Judea, Samaria, and Gasse, on the Golan Heights 
an’ in Sinead is urcent und essential for the maintenance of Israel's 
sovereipnty and security. 


Revri rani sm 


You 2rme thet the establishment of a foreign Zionist state in Palestine 

ha. come at a tremendous icst of human sufferings it has ushered in a 
genccution cf moral decay and armed violence. It is a betrayal of everything 
that Judnism etands for =a=—— justice, mercy, compassion, humiliation for 

the cick ane. oppressed, the orphan and the widow, the stranger and the 
wanderers Kot only has its leaders caused physical and spiritual injury, but 
they have added moral insult by insisting that whoever criticizes the 

State is an anti-Semite ov a Jewish self-hater. The errors of Arab leaders, 
states, and peoples shadow in the light of Jewish fascism and magziism 


Palestinian Nationalism 


You play the role cf a Palestinian nationalist. You proclaim that the Bur pean 
Jew, who has settled in the land which you have tilled and owned for hundreds 

of years, has taken over your birthright violence and armed power.Those 

Jews who were saved from German extermina$ion have a legitimate olaim of 
reperaticn against Western Buropean powers, but not against the Palestinian 
people who have a justifiable right to the land of its forefathers. This clain 
is recoguized by many member nations of the UN, who affirm the historic link 
between the Palestinian people and the land of Palestine. You argue that 

the Palestinian will not surrender national pride and interests for any potential 
economic rewards and cultural gains. Indeed the willingness of the Arab 
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worid to sacrifice millions of its sons in order te liberate Palestine 
uncorseeres withcut any reservation the centrality of thie land for 

the Palentinian and his culture. If the State of Israel should abandon 
44g identification with Zionism, the Jewish religion, and the Wert, and 
become purt of the Middle Bast ac a Semitic state in a regional confederation 
with the Arab worlds having a Jewish minority and a restored Palestinian 
majority, then peace can come to the arcae If the Israelis refuse to 
recognize the legitimacy of Paicetinian nationalism, then in time the Jews 
like the Crusaders, the ‘longols, the Ottomans, the British, tho French, 
and centuries of invasion and occupation, will be overwhelmed with no 
chance of reconciliations 


Jawish Intel-ectual 


You a:e a Jewich intellectual with open eyes, a clear mind, and a senai tive 
heurt. You “now that in the historical past both Jew and Arab in collawration 
rrofuced splendid acheivements to the penefit of themselves and of all 
mankind. You propose tint the Arabs recognise Israel, as the United Nations 
did tuenty-six years ago, and agree to the integration of the Jewish state 
into the politdcal, cultural, and social setting of the Middle Bast. But 
Israel, militarily superior as well as dominant and successful, must make 
te first move toward peace. Such a rove would be evidence of strength 

and gcod statesmanship, not of weakness. Isreel must understand that her 
insistence, “only at the negotiation table will we show our cards, * is too 
rigid and has borne no fruit. Israel should offer to withdraw from most 

of the comquered territories and aid in the search for solutions to the 
personal and national rights of the Palestinian Arabs, the permanent 
population and the refugees. Responsible leaders of the Palestinian Arabs 
mist participate in all peace negotiations; there is no hope for es lasting 
peace in the area without consideration for their demandse You envision 
the porsibility of an Israeliewheld territory with an Arab majority, and 

a territorially smaller Israel where Jews will be the majorityeThis will 
nae oonrible the development of a distinctive Jewish way of life. 


You stress that over a million Palestinians are now in olose oomtact with 
Teruel, and tunt this is Israel"s challenge and opportunitye You know 

that Ternael sust assure the Arabs of the West Bank that she is not planning 
to wner them but helding the Weet Bank in trust, trying to develop it 
enororically, politically, and socially. Payments to the refugees fer lost 
prpartics are an important primary step toward this goale Internally, 

tne West Bank Palestiniane mast be given home rule. Tension on all fronte 
rhould be reduced by refraining from establishing new settlements in the 
territeries talen in the Six-Day War. Finally, Israel should ene: urage 

and suprort the establishment cf a Palestinian Arab State. 
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Yo: are fec up sith Areh orenegenda that comiders Tiarcel as a panacea 

Tor @ lo are pr bless. ard wiotse You feel that the Ass iust { ranscenc 
their past, their ecncrent accurstions ond beliefs, ond AMmuratively emi grate 
to a nen wit. “he Arcts cove to the preren: from centuries of humiliaticn 
Bit cocupati ong feelings of ivpotence, and aboricd attempts at meaningtul 
ra equine social tacnnsformationsArahs must renlige that they cannot 

dc Seat Isruel for the simple fact that they are, to a cre:t extert, not 

at wor wit, Israel tui with themselvese Bluntly, Arabs cannot make peace 
pith ITerwl or cny other nation, unless they maxe peace vith themselves. 
Ming Celuce themselves by thinking tliat the Israelis are neo=Crusaders 

an? ‘tut « Saladin will arise and lead the underdog Arabs to victorye 


(Sheclé tie “dd le Bact conflict ecntinue, Arab and Teraeli war machines 


wilt eentione te thrive acon the current state cf intermiitant wears and 
oreaurii us nesces. The continuous Arab-Israeli confrontation has justified 
fie miijtariate!t excesrive claims upon resources that otherwise be 

avails ole for more legitimate human needs, including henlth, culture, 
e‘uantion, ind other basic wantseA society that wages sustained wars in- 
svitubly Lecemes morally numbeIn time, a population learns to rationalize 
port things and to ac-ept them as a way of life, however far from the 
truth tiey may besArats accent the official propaganda and inhuman rhetoric 
of the'r leadem, an the vrice they must pay visead-vis their comron enemy, 
Ternelelsreolis, tn turn, lerrn to accept the cheoting down of civilian 
eirerift, the bulldozing of homes, denying Arab villagers the right to 


returr to their land, and the hombing of oivilians during raids on terrorist 
DUNMS « 


(1d shorts sontinue to haunt hoth sides in the conflict. To overcome 

tent pumberr and detercination, Israel has traditionally escalated the 

aot OF forcee Ironically, the cet-tough policy blooms at the same time 

Lt feroneadantes its urcelessnesce The quest for security becomes an 
pressicn eoquiring boundaries, imperial posture, and rilitary domination. 
“oe vecconing gees that if Israel] ic besieged by hostile neighbors wh: 

noo pumerically preponderant, tien she must wield domination over then 

in orfter te neutralize their edge. Equally destructive forces are at worl: 
in Areh uondety, blurring ite vision, diverting its attention, and 

Lion reising its Duturee Here, too, wir exacts the toll, and the society 
'$ a9 victiniszac by defeat as its adversery is by victory. Torael has 
Hocus a finntion, an obses: ion, and a proxy for all the problems that 
vlogae Arab sociletys In summation, to end the conflict with Isracl desrite 
the price icst and the price paic is to give the Arab svcicty a chance 

4: ombark upon a meaningful quest for changes reform, and peaces 
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In sum, sirulation or wle-playing probes different bodies of thecry 


about vhanomena, depending on the problem solving purposes. it is not 

mere Vale te evaluste the merits of zolesplaying on the baxisn of its 
antent, simple ov complex, except in terms of its aims and goalse 

It is certainly posible, however, to rejeot a simulation if the theory 
uwoon which it is baced is not actountable in demonstration and this it 
shares with other teaching endeavors. Thus, = role-playing in the validity 
of the Zalschic procecs is not cossible, but as an illustration of Halacha 
it is acceptable. In effect, mle-playing does not offer solutions to 
problema, but rather a modus vivendi, in whioh different viewpoints may 
compete for acceptance, and in the end be implemented though not receiving 


total support by all. 


Multi-Media Suggestions for the Teaching of Jewish Studies 


ie student and the instructor interact today in a context cf a 
learnin’ cnvironment characterized by revolutionary changes in the 
abundenoe of knowledge becoming available, the technology of information 
storage devices, and the amasing technology of new comrunication systems. 
These chances impact on a society experiencing social change and when 
an increasing proportion of students are entering higher education, 
many of whom have special needs and new expectations. Perhaps at no other 
time in the history of Jewish higher education has the challenge been so 
great for those who teach to capitalize on the enormous potential of 
new systems and new media. A rare opportunity exists for faculty in Jewish 
Studies to design and implement creative innovations to emhance classroom 
instructions. The purpose of this section is not to belittle textbooks 
or lectures or imply their abandonment, but to suggest that there exists 
@ number of creative innovations designed to have a positive impast on the 
learning proceas which the professor of Jewish Studies can adopt for a 
richer classreoa experiencee 
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Tea ace some theughts of multiemedia recscurecs accumulated over 
Four years of tecehing Jewich Studies at LA Valley Colleces 


le Multievicual eaterial includes: motion picture, filngy, PPL lirioopssy 
overhead and ovaque projectors, tape cassettes end reels, postore, 
oietures, receris, flash cards, maps, flannel board, charir,y 
bulletin board, books, realia, and others. Used intelligently, 
this method can combine pictures and words, sight and sound, 
into an effective teaching rethod. 

2. Variety, flexibility, combination of media resources (eege, 
news clip: ings, realia, music, dance, eto.) in the same lesson 
enhances a living teaching~leaming experience. The material 
can be used one after another or concurrently. The use of only 
cone audio-visual resource ic less rewardinge 

3. The object of the iceching-learning experience determines the 
selection of media weed. Of course, some media are more accessible 
and desirable tion otherse 

A. Puniliarity of the instructor with miltiemedia, inoluding the 
variety of tools and tecimiques wed, is imperatives otherwise, 
‘the meditAis mechanical, cold, and a costly binderance to a 
teaching houre 

5. An “Impact” presentation that is designed to stimlate the curiosity 
as well as to suggest the depth dimension of the subject about 
to be studied is best done by audio-visual material. It is 
one of the best ways to focus the whole class on the same idea 
at the same time in a more lasting fashion than a textbook reading 
or a class lectures 

6. Learning involves not only information given but the recipicrt's 
discovery of what that knowledge means.The teeching-learning 
experience is incomplete if one without the other were to prevail. 
he multi-media technique enables the teacher to be less of 
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a knowledge dispenreer, his normal role in a classroom 
witution, and row of a knowledge faci litatar, who leads 
the stucent to mike discoveries and articuiate values end 
concluciconse 
7o A deeper ap. reciation o.) he subject matter develops if the 
student plays more of an :v tive rele than is traditionally 
assigned to him. This is made possible by several multi-media 
technique:: (esgey filmloop, flannel board, slides, e405) which 
are designed not to detach the student from the material. 
Purthermore, the student gains self-respect from such an exposure, 
his own germaine ideas are able to sprout, and a relaxed teacher 
Student relationship is created. 
e The direct method provided by audio-visual mecia enables the 
teacher Lo grow in stature as an olucator. By playing the role 
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of a class catalyst, he han many opportunitics to present his 
own contribution and to refine it in light of class freedbact: 
to @ greater degree than he could by using the straight lecture 
methods 

9. Some of the mujor problems of a conventionul classroom are the 
rapidly changing comtent of a subject matter and repeating the 
procedure of instruction. To a certain extent these problems 
are avoided in an audicevisual presentation which stresses 
learning through repetition of the content and warying the 
procedure of instructions 

10. Audio-visual material, especially slides and the tape recorder, 
permits the teacher to individuelise or to work with students 
in groups. Purthermore, committee audioe-visual work frees 
the teacher for other activity in the claseroom (eeg., remedial 
work in a Hebrew language class, eto.). 

lle Multi-media is uniquely helpful in providing shared vicarious 
experiences of real-life events of past fenerations or the 
contemporary present. Video taping, recording accompanying 
filmstrip, tapes of eyewitness accounts, 6tCe, are some of the 
ways in which audloegvisual creates a meaningful vicarious experience. 
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Malti-redia can rake a complex abrtract principle or ides 

more concrete and understandable. The dictance between 
theoretical intellect and practical situations is lescened 

when students participate in a role-playing situation, arguing 
each of the points on the spectrum, reinforoed by mecia resources. 
Media resources permit the students to examine a variety cf 
options currently held about a preblem without necessarily 
providing all the answers, 

In general, there are many advantages to milti~media, but there 
are also serious disadvantages. Multi-media cannot errate a 
teaching situations it can only aid one «zlongeliedia do nt 

chow anger, frustration, criticism, nor sitisfaction, enconucement, 
acheivementeA medium requires the active participation cf student 
ard teacher if it. potential input is be reslized and appresi ated. 
Teacner-student interaction stimulates creativity and ePfcotivee 
neo With medin to « fax creater degree than individual wee. 
Active student participation in mandatory in an audio-visual 
presentation. Personal involvement, active response, repeater 
praucticong maxing discovery, apilyirg informaticn to a new 
siturtion, etce, are some of the ramifications of this activity. 
The teacher’: success in amlti~media situation must be wor'ed 


ot3 it is not inherited nor granted to him by virtue of his 


scholarship and/or mastery of subject matter. Ne mst intimately 


‘mow the nudio-visual material and prepare the students beforehand 
Tor it, @effe, new terrs explained, concepts to look for, ctce 

Je corscienticusly prepares key quentions for before, curing, 

ang after discussion, which reflect o part, a vecuence, and 

the whole presentation indepentantly and/or with the greater 

clase structure. He can prepare his own audioevisual aids before- 
band, including comrentary, sound efccts, and recorded music, 
tus enhancing his role during the lesson ac a performer with 

tis students and not against them as a producer. 
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Bmosure tohmlti-emedia resources can lead to a continuing education 
in Jewish Studies in our mitiereligious and milti~-ethnio society. It 
sunnlerents the lecture and reading and helps creute an ideal educational 
experience since the student is actively emgaged in learning rather than 
being passively taughte In many cases, the goal of discovering provacative 
ideas is brought about by professor and student exploring together. 

Multi-media techniques and dewloes can lead to a number of in and out 
of class activities —- museum trips, dramatics, Jewish theatre, outside 
reading, plays, original audio-visual material, food and dress experiences, etce 
An interesting follow-up project (practical only if the finances can be 
met) is a "Shabbaton" (weekend retreat) in Jewish audio~visual ways and 
meanseAn example of this is a weekend of Jewish film, musio, and dance 
from the sometimes xyomanticised classics of the past to the deeper, more 
sophisticated works of present years. Exploring the ways of the Jew fron 
shtetl to suburbia, this program can demonstrate how the language of 
cinema and the arts can be used to communicate a depth of Jewish dimension 
and culture beyond reach of the written words 


The Photographic Essay 


Flexibility, innovation, implementation, interest, and relevancy are 
some characteristics of good teaching methodology. The college classroom 
should not serve 39 a podium for intellectual masturbation or be a forum 
for undisciplined bull sessions. Some information and delight may dewelop 
from such performances but little intelleotual honesty and proper learning 
habits can recults. Baphasis on relevanoy should be student~-oriented so 
that, studonts are involved in finding meaning on an individual basis. 

This may be acheived by the implementation of a teaching style that dialogues 
with the gtudents as much as is possible and develops intellectual talents 
such aa ccmprohension, application, analysis, synthenis, and evaluation 

rather than tie regurgitation of class notes at: oojectives of written 
assignments. The topics method for class lecture, discussion, and participation 
42 on mucceseful cevice in "thought" classes. Also, as shown in the previous 
seetion ( ure ppe 39843, and Appendix), audio-visual aids are important 
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In the teaching of ‘ewish ideas, pat ard presen*, one con drawon & 
numer of escevinent sl] techni ques (ecgieg slides, tanes, misic, dance, miticn 
preture, life styles, renligy etce), which can create 4 three—di mensional 
aooreciation of the subject uncer study. In tie teaching of Jewish Martyrdcmy 
for ersmole, photograph: from contemporary life are chosen for their 
emotional und aesthetic appeal Selective readings from Jewish scurces 
and iroromptu dranatics by the instructor, corplemented by relevant 
photographs of despair, exile, poverty, wur, brotherhcod, persecution, 
Wan.cey Joy, etOey can illuminate in a more lasting way for the introductory 
student come cf the wisdom of Israel. The justapocsition of reading/cramitics 
rnd whotogriph provides u vivid and intimate insight inte life which 
does net «ucfexr from tie verbosity and teckmical jargon of a textbook or 
"eotures and underscores in a different and innovative fashion some of 
the univevcal apoeal of Israel's heritage. 

“ie *oliowing is # unit on Jewish Martyrdom Through the Ages, which can 


vasily be corverted inte « semerter course offerings 

Tovic Description 

Towuecn lifesature and audio-visual material, the origcins, types, and 
atiituces of Jewish martyrdom will be surveyed and analysed. Readings: 
will Le selected from the Bible, the Second Temple, Ralachah—Agradah, 
Nedieval period, the Responsa, the Holocaust, and Modern Israel. Special 


enonusis will be given to the uniqueness of Kiddush ReaSher, and its 
neuning in the poot-iHolocaust futures 


Lecture Outline 


I. Introductions origins; resurrection of the deads mesoiah=messiania periods 
Sanhedrins Gone 21,223 Ise 2, Micah 43 Book of Daniels Apocalyptivs 
monolatrys monothoism; divine reward and purishments prophetic type. 


Id. Resurrection of the Deads development of a doctrines Tock of Lamentaticns. 


TIT. Selections from Second Temple literature, Apocrypha, and Josephus. 


I¥. liturgical seleotions,inoluding The Ten Martyrs, Unethane toquef, Tnhanun, 
and daily morning prayers; Exodus 323; Passover Hhggadah. 
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Ve. The Church and the Jew 
The dual image~Black Death- Host desecration- Ritual murder Crusades~ 
Burning of Kitvei Kodesh- Papal Bulle and the Jews- Protestant Reformation 
and the Jews - Recent literature of the Church on the Jews. 


VI. The Marranos 
A case histery of Jewish martyrdoms Responsa, etc. 


VII. The Martyr and the Creative Artist 
Selections from the writings of Bialik, Tsckhernichowsky, Lamdan, Greenberg, 
Peretz, Shalom Aleichem, Reaik, Asch, Wesel, and others. 


VIII. HaShoah: The Greatest Catastrophe 
Kiddush HaShem as depicted in Holocaust literature: history, verse, 
soetry, fiction, and the visual arts. 


IX. Martyrdom in the State of Israel, 1948-1974: Triumph on the Gallows 


X. The meaning of this hour, an evaluation of Jewish martyrdom, 5735 years 
in tne making. 


The following aprroaches can be used in presenting: a photographic essay 
on this unit: 
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Run through frames with commentary 

Reveat frames more sicwly, stop:ing at each one or selective ones 

and inviting discussion, ideas, “what do you see?," role-playing, otce 
Show frames without verbal commentary, but accompanied by other 
multimmedia, @efe, music, tape recordingy etc. 

Exhibit two viewings of the same photographs, but for different 
purposese Megey one viewing for the historical or factual information 
siven, and the second for a midrash on martyrdom, war, Holocaust, cto. 
A silent run through of the frames io impressive once the student 

has been exposed to lectures, readings, discussions, activities, 

rtce, on Kiddush HaShem. Here the frames are shown with a hilf 

rirute to 2 “inute interlude, leaving an unspoken but dramatic 
mnes.age to be worked out by the viewer within himself and in 

the presence of the other members of the groups The momentary 

silence experienced can last a lifetimes 
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Some Conoludine Remarite 
The aim of introductory classes in Jewish Studies should be on intro~ 


‘uction to the understanding of the Jewish civilization as one of Westerm 
man': J rimary responses to the needs of the human predicament. The time 
is long overdue to academically present a systematic study of the Jewish 
people and their traditions as important elements in world culture. ‘The 
introductory student of Jewish Studies should be exposed to an appreciation 
of the history, culture, and literary traditions of the Jews as an influx 
ential force in the history of man, and to the dynamics of Judaism as an 
ethnic ~ universal religion. The student should also be taught thet 
Jewish Stulies is not just an attempt, however importants in discovering 
one's identity, but he must be made aware of the laborious work involved 
in a ecritioal, disciplined study of origins, sources, raterials, and 
methodo logye 

The author has pioneered the first two~yeer undergraduate Jewish 
Studies program in the nation at Los Angeles Valley College which is 
designed to meet these needs. The program insists upon a solid introduction 
to Hebrew language studies. To this core the student adds a variety of 
courtesy, come required, and some optional. The program includes clacses 
in Nebrew languese, literature, civilization, Jewish philosophy, hictory, 
sociology, religion, Yiddish literature, and Jewish American literature. 
Tte future offerings will include classes in Yiddish language instruction, 
and a clacs in the Holocaust. Its present prograr is supylerented by 
out of class cultural hours, Jewish seminars, commmnity action pro jeats, 
@ monthly departrent newsletter, and the sponsorship of three clubs on 
carpus, including Eta Beta Rho, an academic: group of Jewish Studies majors, 
under the sponsorship of the National Association of Professors of Hebrews | 
Thit is an impressive accomplishment especially when one considers the 
imo and restzictions of a community college system (e.g, two-years only 
course offerings). In its third year, the Program is already serving 
as a@ lower division model for identifying aims, Objectives, and philosophy 
in emerging Jewish Studies offerings at commmity ovlleges locally and 
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nationally. 
A Jewish Studies department can serve as a place where ideas could be 

discussed and shared, not necessarily for grades, but rather, "lishma", 

for their own sake. Committed to no specific Jewish preference or ideology, 

a Jewish Studies department entertains all ideas and opinions of Jewish 

concern. It is truly a market place of knowledge where no attitude, 

development, historical phase, or personality is above criticism be it 

the origins of Judaism, the impact of the Holocaust, the centrality of 


the State of Israel in Jewish existence today, dialogue with non-Jews, or 


the ideologwes of Jewish Studies then and now. 


It has been said more than once in this paper that a major desideratum 
of a Jewish Studies professor is that he be student-oriented. Since being 
student-oriented is largely a sharing of self, there are probably as many ways 
of being student-oriented as there are teachers. Sut the professor who 
perceives the material he teaches from his students’ point of view, strives to 
make the learning experiences of his students personally meaningful, and 
believes in the worth and dignity of every human being and relates to his 
students on this basis has taken a giant step forward in accomplishing his 
professional obligation to teaching and learning, to the college, and to the 
community. 

The ferment in Jewish Studies circles today, regarding what constitutes 
Jewish Studies, how to teach it, and to whom, etc., is a natural product of the 
change that is sweeping the whole philosophy of American higher education. 


Like the American colleges and universities, contemporary Wissenschaft 
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des Judentums is being broadly transformed from an exclusive institution 

to an inclusive one. The once-narrow gates to higher Jewish education have 
been thrown wide to admit everyone, regardless of background, age, sex, and 
creed. In such a situation, the old structural lecture method, where the stu- 
dent sits back and is filled with knowledge of a professer's lecture, would 
simply not do by itself. The professer will have to Veanvace possibly 

along the lines mentioned in this paper. He will have to teach the subject 
matter creatively and objectively without indoctrination. He must have the 
right to challenge students and to set and maintain scholarly standards ,but 
the responsibility to respect the students’ right to learn, to ask questions, 
to defend beliefs, to express opinions, or to disagree without repression or 
reprisal. A potpourri of thematic course offerings, attempting to probe the 
esoteric as well as the familiar Jewish topics, and the open class room set up 
may well become the newest track in Jewish Studies, alongside history, 
civilization, literature, language, etc., as individual departments discover 
the unique opportunities they offer in motivating the less committed stu- 
dent toward greater participation and a more enjoyable and satisfying edu~- 
cational experience. For example, the role of women in Judaism approached through 
Halachah, ritual, or symbol; or examining traditional and modern writings on 
Jewish ethics in the age of Watergate when deceit becomes uormative behavior; 
or the institutional structure of the American Jewish community, asking such 
questions as is there an American Jewish community with the diversity that is 
apparent among American Jews?, How can the Jewish establishment better respond 


to individual Jewish needs?, What are the current positions of the Jewish 
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institutions in regard to such issues as public funds to parochial schools, 
the fourth R (religion) in school, quotas in public universities, etc. If 
from the beginning, the introductory student learns to use his curiosity to 
make discoveries about Judaism and its culture and civilization, the chances 
are greater that he will continue to do so in the future. For if the stu~ 
dent feels that he only has to learn what the teacher presents, he will -have 
little or no motivation for future study, once his formal education is com 
pleted. 

Finally, a word about the commitment of a Jewish Studies professer. The 
professer of Jewish Studies should see his role beyond the normal academic 
one. Because of the goals involved, not the least of which is the continuity 
of a learned Jewish community of tomorrow, he is expected to invest much time 
out of the classroom with his charges. Ideally, he knows his students by name 
and is familiar with their entering characteristics, and reasons for taking 
Jewish Studies. He is available to students for their help and guidance, both 
in and out of class. He answers questions in a “one to one" situation with 
the techniques of a skilled counselor. He cultivates open relationships 
with his students upon which effective communication depends. He is reasonably 
involved in his students’ Jewish life style: Kehillah, kashrut, prayer, Israel, 
Yiddishkeit, sense of time, language, continuity, conscience, etc., and helps 
to coordinate formal and informal student activities toward this objective. 

He makes a serious effort to establish a Havurah among students and faculty, 
which seeks to integrate the fragmented aspects of Jewishness on campus into 
& new communal framework. This fellowship can rediscover Jewish meaning 
through interpersonal dialogue and struggle, Torah and challenges, reassert 
the joy of living, and realize a transcendence from personal needs and bonds. 
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Remaining in touch with tradition, Israel, Jewish people, Holocaust, and 
contemporary styles of Jewishness becomes organic and natural in such an 
environment. Confronting one's Jewishness not as something one could 

leave or acquire as his fancy desires but as an integral part of oneself 

that is there whether one wants it or not is an important task of a Jewish 
Studies professer. He must help his students face squarely the fact of their 
root identity and by varying the classroom procedures to a variety of learn~ 
ing experiences help them decide the extent and quality of their Jewishness. 
This widening of the Jewish consciousness through intense awareness and pride 
of the Jewish psyche in all its manifestations is surely one of the primary 
obligations of a teacher in Israel; and it is one which very few have success~ 
fully performed. 
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Rationale, backround, offerings, present staniemisy syllabus, methodology, 
sharneteristies of studerts and profensorn, ohservationn in teachine 
serveral Je:ish Studies classes, and som concluding remurks are 
presented in the author*s Jewish Studies at a Two-Xeax Public 
Coldese wo sicn Iudaicas Prohlens Solutions (1973). 
The articles have been anounced in Research in Education (May 1974) 
and are now available from SRIC Document Reproduction Service, LMASCO 
Informitiorn Products, Ince, 4827 Rugby Ave., Bethesca, Maryland 20014. 
The order number is ED O86 269. Hard copy price is .340. Microfiche 
price $0.65. 

In July 1974, the author was invited to participate in a project on 
tie ctuly of religion in two-year colleges under the sponsorship of 
the AAR/CSR held at Colercdc College, Colorado Springs, Colorado. A 
varioty of models for coursce and curricula, applicable to different 
types of two-year inctitutions, were discusced and prepared for 
pitlicntion. Anpects of Judaism are represented, including a unit 


in the Introduction to World Relisioms course dealing with the theme 
"Exodus and Freedoms Dissent and Survival." 


“he standard works dealing with the history and perspective of Jewish 
Studien, trends and goals of Jewish Studies on the undergraduate and 
greduate level, and on departments and resources are cited in the foot- 
notes of the author's Lower Division Judaicas Problems und Solutions,ops site 
Prerontly,en intensive survey on the teaching of contemporary Jewish 
Studies on the American college campus is being ccnducted by the Insti tude 
cf Contemporary Jewry at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Profescor 

Iwi Gastirt ef tre Institute is the main researcher, 

Ag aguinst the conventional socio-historical point of view presented above, 
pages 5-22. 

Recommended books are theses Abe Cahan, The Rise of Dawid Jivinskys 
Michael Gold,Jews Without Moneys Daniel Fuchs, Summer in Willi amsbungs 
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Irving Shaw, The Young lions; Arthur Miller, Focus: Bruce Jay Friedman, 
Sterns Saul Bellow, Mes Sammler’s Planets Chaim Potok, The Chosons 

Philip Roth, Portnox's Complaints Bernard Malamad, The Assistants 

Wallace Maxkfield, To An Barly Graves Herbert Gold, Fatherss Alfred Kasin, 
A Walker in the Citys and Bdward Lewis Waliant, The Pawnbroker. 


4.So_ You Want tc Mace Aliya is adopted from Havurat Moar issue on Jalut, 


a project of the Bureau of Jewish Education of the Jewish Federation 
C-unci] of Greater Ios Angeles, edited and compiled by David Engel, 


Sy ney J. Greenberg, and John Rothmann, 


re: 
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This role-play is based upon an address at the Herut Party convention in 
May, 1968 by Menahem Begin, cited in Israel: Its Politics and Philosophy 
(Behrman, 19743 ppe 328-330), edited by IoT Naamani, De Rudawsky, and 
Awl. Katshe 

This positicn is excerpted from the remarks of Fouad Ajami, a Lebanese 
Moslem, who is a fellow at the Center for International Studies at 
Princeton. 


See the author's notes "Latest FBR Chapter Rstablished in California," 
published in Igreret: A Eevsletter of the National Association of 


Professers of Nebrew i: American Insti tutions of Higher Learning, Moe 6 
(Some 1972), pe de 

An unucuol comlirent vag naid to the progrem of Jewish Stucie: at Valley 
wher the co. rdinater of the AAR/CSR core group on the study of Religicn 


in TwoeYenr Colleges selected it as a model for emerging progrems in 

religion at ocmrunity colleres. See the forthcoring oublication on 

Relijion «md the Comrunity Colleges, edited by C. Freeman Sleeper 

of Moralto H. La Guarcea Commsity College of the City University of Few Yori. 
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APP siiDIX 


The following is a select list of >roducers and distrioutors of Jewish 
audio-vizual materials orevared b Irwin I, Soref and Puarl G, Tarnor, and 
published by the Audio-Visual Department, Bureau of Jewish education of the 
Jewish Fedoration Council of Greater Los Angeles, 390 ilorth Vermont, Los Angeles, 
California 9000). Write to the distributors for information on catalogues, 
rentals, resources, etce 


Films 


+ 


eAnti-cefamation Leazuc of B'nai B'rith, 315 Lexington Ave., New York, N.Y. 10016 
destern States: 59C N. Vermont Ave., Los Angeles, California 9000) 
eAmerican Fund for Israel Institutions, 2 ad. Sth St., New York, N.Y. 10036 
eBrandon Films, 200 7. 57th St., New York, New York 10019 
eCornell Films, Inc., 1501 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10036 
eDorion Films, 1611 S. Beverly Glen, Los Angeles, California 9002h 
eFoundation Silms Com, Distributed by Anti-Defamation League 
eamot.can Friends of the Hebrew University, 7715 Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif. 
eXadassah Mdm Library, 267 W. 25th St.. New York, New York 10001 
eHorizon Films, Distributors: Jewish iducation film Library, 267 W. 25th St., 
Now Yor's, NeY. LO001 
einternational Film Foundation, 475 Fifth Avenue., New York, NeY. 10017 
eIsracl Jovernment Tourist Office, 615 S, Flowor Ste, Los Angeles, Calif, 90017 
elsrael Office of Information, 11 E, 70th St., New York, N.Y. 10021 
destarn States; Consulate General of Israel, 6380 Wilshire, Los Angoles, 
California 
lestern States: Bureau of Jewish Education, 590 N. Vermont Avenue, 
Los Angeles, California 9000h 
eMarch of Times Forum Films 
eNational Social -elfars Assembly 
show world Productions, 3746 Sunset Blwd., Los Angeles, California 9002U 
ellow York Board of Rabbis, 10 E, 73rd Ste, New York, NeY. 10019 
otKO Radio Pictures, 16mm Educational Division, 1270 Avenuc of Americas, 
New fork, New York 10020 
eStevenseitose Puppet Films, Middlebury, Indiana 
eteaching Film Custodians, Ince, 25 we 3rd St., New York, NY. 10018 
elnited Auto Workers of America, Distributor: Anti-Defamation League 
eUnited I[sraal Appeal, 315 Park Aveme, New York, New York 10022 
western States: Audio-Visual Dept., Bureau of Jewish Sducation, 
590 Ne Vermont Avenue, Los Angeles, California 9000) 
eUnited Jewish Appeal, 129° Avenue of the Americas, New York, New Yori 10019 
eUnited Nations Film Distribution Unit 
e4im Lines, 42 Broadway, New York, New York 


Filmstrips 
eAnti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, 315 Lexington Ave., New York, N.Y. 10016 


eAloxark & Norsim, Distributor: ol R'ee, 332 Chancellor Ave., Newark, NJ. 
Bu. gu of Audio Visual Aids, 1501 Race St., Philadelphia, Pa, 
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Filmst. conte 


elJcl ort Films, Box 71>, Multnomah Station, Portland, Oregon 97219 

e3oard of Jewish “ducation, 72 “. lith Ste, Chicago, Dlinois 60606 

eJaltimore Board of Jewish Education, 5800 Park Heights Ave., Baltimore, Md. 

eSureau of Jawish uteation, 590 Noe Vermont Ave., Los Angeles, California 70004 

Cathedral Films, 2971 Alameda St., Burbank, California 

eChirch Craft Pictures, Ince, 4222 Utah, St. Louis, Mo. 63116 

eCurriculum Films, Inc., 10 =, Oth St., New York, New Yorke 10016 

eSureau of Jewish sducation, Reading and Summit Rds, Cincinnati, Ohio 45237 

etye-Gate ‘louse, Ince, 146-01 Archer Ave., Jamaica, L.I.e, New York 

educational Testing Service, Princeton, New Jersey 

eFilmfax Productions, Ince, 5O we Oth St., New Yor, New York 

eFilm Publishers, Inc. Distributor: Stanley Bowmar Co., 12 Cleveland st., 
Valhalla, New Yor’ 

elebrow Union College, 49 J, 63th St., New Yor, New Yor's 10023 

eInformative Classroom Picture Publishers 

eJewish Ageney, 515 Par:: Avenue, New York, New York 10022 

eJewish ixmcation Committee, 425 W. 58th St., New York, New York 10019 

eJam ‘iandy, 2621 & Grand Blvd., Detroit, Michigan 

eNational Jewish Welfare Board, 145 x, 32nd St., New York, New York 10016 

eLife Filmstrios, 9 sockefeller Plaza, New York, New York 10020 


- eMeGraw Hill Text Films, 330 w. 42nd, Ste, New York, New York 10036 


e‘latson PhotoaService, 1282 S. 'lighland Avee, Los Angeles, California 90019 

elletropolitan School study Council 

ellational Education Association, 1201 - 16th Ste, Neve, Jashington, D.C. 

eNew York Times, School Service Dept.e, u3rd Ste, New York, Ne¥. 10018 

eOnio state Inivorsity, Teaching Aids Laboratory, Bureau of iducational Research, 
Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio 

ePublic Affairs Coimittee, Inc. 301 Park Avenuc, So., New York, NeYe 

e2onular Science, 355 Lexington Jew York, New York 10010 

ePioneer .oman, 29 3, 22nd St., New York, New Yor 10010 

efteligious Films, Distributor: United World Films, Ince, 221 Park Aves, Sd. 
New York, New Yok 10003 

esirtonei ‘linuch, Shikun MitveeIsrael, Holon, Israel 

estandard Publishing Co., 20 Z, Central Parkway, Cincinnati, Ohio 

esociety for Visual Yducation, Inc., 1345 Diversey Par'way, Chicago, Tl. 6061) 

elarbuth Foundation, 515 Park Avenue, New York, New Yorke 10022 

eUnion of American Hebrew Congregations, J3. Fifth Avenue, New York, NeYe 10021 

eUnited Synagegue Commission on Jewish Education, 21; 70th St., New York, N.Y. 

evayne University, A-V Consultation Burean, College of dducation, ‘Jayne 
University, Detroit, Michigan 

eYoung America Films, Ince, 330 W. hand St., New York, New York 10036 

eYeshivah University, 526 /, 187th St., New York, New York 10033 


Recordings 


eArtistic Mterprises, Inc., Distributors House of Menorah, 52 =. Broadway, 
New York, New York . 

eAllegro Records, 1650 Broadway, New York, New York 

eArzi Records, Distribitor: House of Menorah, 52 4, Broadway, New York, N.Y. 

eArziphone Recordings, Tél -Aviv, Israd. 

eASP Records 
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Recordings (conte) 


edunner trcords, Ince, 712 2, Lith Ste, Brooklyn, sew “ors a 

eSoara of Jnrish cducation, 72 <. Lith St,, Chicago, Mlinois 6065 

edivletone Racords, Ince 

eSurzau of Jowish Hducation, 390 Ne Vermont Ave., Los Angoles, Calif, 9000h 

eCasdmon Publishers, 461 - sth Ave., New York, Waw York 

eCapitol R-cords, Ince, 1757 N. Vine St., Los Angoles, California 9002. 

eCollectors Guild, 397 = 5th Ave., New York, New ‘fork 10017 

eColleze of Jewish Jtudies, Distributor: Union of Amorican ‘lebrow Congregations, 
390 i. Vermont Avenue, Los Angeles, California 9000 

eColunbia Record Cos, 5322 Hollywood Blvde, Los Angeles, California 90028 

eColumbia ‘niversity ‘ducational Discs, 2960 Broadway, New York, New York 

eDa Vinei Record Coe, Ince, 95 Delancy, New York, New York 

eDecea Records, Ince, 5505 Melrose Ave., los Angeles, California 90038 

exle<traeStratford Record Corpe, 51 +e Slist Ste, New York, Nev. 

eFolk Dancor Record Service, 108 wWeléth St., New York, Now York 

eFolkraft secords, 115° Broad 5t.e, Newark, New Jersey 

eFoliways iecords & Service Corp., 165 il, 46th Ste, New York, New York 

e0de-Arzi, ToleAviv, “srad 

elsrael usic Foundation, 731 Broadway, New York, New Yor' 

eJewisn Education Committee, 425 We S8th Ste, itew York, New York 10019 

eJ2wish iusic Archives vocict: 

eJewisn Music Documentary Society, Ince, 275 - 7th Avee, New York, N.Y. 1002) 

e<indor Lebn, 243 E. Lith St., New York, New York 10003 

eLondon xecords, Ince, 339 We. 25th St., New York, New York 

eMenorah 2ecords, 32 & Broadway, New York, New Yor‘ 

eS Records, 1540 Broadway, New York, New York 

eNiagra Record Co. 

ePalestine Art Coro. Distributor: Jebrew Teachers Federation, 120 W, 16th St., 
wow Yorts, New Yor 

eReqiest xecords, Ince, 66 Mechanic, New Rochelle, New York 

eReona Record Cor>., 570 - 7th Avenue, New York, New York 

eJoo'zon Arts, Ince, 15 Harrison, New Rochelle, New York 

eiikva 2ecords, 1650 Broadway, New York, New York 

eUnion of American Hebrew Congregations, o3U Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 

eVanziard Record Sales Corde, 15 We Lith Ste, tlew Yor, New York 

eNostministor Recording Cos, Ince, 150} Broadway, New York, New York 

eWarncor Brothers, 000 Jarner, Burbank, California 

efar “‘iddishe Kinder Record Co. 


Tape Recordings 


eDureau of Jewish Sducation, 590 Ne Vermont,Ave., Los Angeles, Calif. 9000) 
eternal Licht, The Jewish Theological Seminary of Americay 3080 Broadway, 
Now Yor’, Siew York 10027 


Media Kesources 


eAmorican Association for Jewish education, 11, Mifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10003 


(Audio-Visual Review) 
eJ2wish -clfars ‘ureau, 15 cast 26th Street, New Yor, N.Y. 10010, 


(Selected Full Length Feature Films of Jewish Interest) 
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Media esources (cont. ) 


e owis., Chatauqua Sociot;, 838 firth Avenue, New York, N.Y. lov2l, 

(Cataloz of Motion Pictures) 
eAmerican Jewish Comrittoe, Lo> sast 56th Street, New York, NeYe 10022, 

(On Jows and Judaisn: A Selected Annotated List of Films and Filmstris) 
eBroadcast Institute of North America, 147 sast Sist Street, New York, New York, 10026, 


(Directory of smdicated Religious Programs for Television) . 
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